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Instructions for Dictator and Public Goods Games with Ethnic Treatments

INTRODUCTION
Welcome. Thank you for coming today. My name is ***. Thank you for agreeing to participate in this study. Your participation in this study is voluntary. As you know you will receive a payment of 10 euros today for your participation. You also have the opportunity to receive up to 10 additional euros based on the tasks involved in today's activity. Please understand that we will be providing all money and at no time will we ask you for money so do not worry. Now, let me tell you a little about this research project. This is an international research project, and the questions that you will answer and the tasks you will perform have been asked of people all over the world. The purpose of the project is to understand how people of different ethnicity, cultures, and backgrounds make decisions, interact with other people, and how their decisions are affected by the conditions where they live. We are going to ask you to make decisions about money. These decisions will involve not only you but also other people in Kosovo.
In this project, I will serve not only as the administrator of this session, but also as your local contact, in case you ever have questions about the progress of the study or your involvement. Standing over there is my assistant. He/she will pass out the forms and materials that you will use.
You will participate in two main types of tasks today. You will receive different forms for each task. In one task, you will be asked to make several decisions about how to allocate money. In each of these tasks, you will have to decide how to allocate a sum of money between yourself and someone else or a group of people. These other people will not be in this room, but they will be future participants in this study, and they will all be from Kosovo.
The other task will be to complete a survey, which asks questions from general international social surveys on public opinion, attitudes, and basic social data. Rest assured that we will not ask you to provide any information that could be used to identify you as a participant in this study.
Before we begin there are several rules we would like you to keep in mind:
1. First, you should not talk with one another or look at anyone else's work. 2. Second, please listen to all instructions that I give you. This is very important. If you follow the instructions carefully you might make a considerable sum of money. 3. Third, we will be handing out many different forms to you. Please do not begin filling out or looking at those forms until I ask you to do so. 4. Finally, you just received a card with an ID number on it. Please turn it upside down.
Do not show that number to anyone else except myself or one of my assistants.
Do you have any questions? If not, let's begin!
Decision-Making Tasks
First, we will do a series of decision-making tasks. Please pay attention because you can earn money if you listen closely and follow instructions. The assistant will come around to each of you and hand you a survey booklet and a pen. The first thing you will need to do is to copy the ID number on the card you were given on the front of the survey booklet. Do not open the booklet until I instruct you to do so. We will go through each question together as a group. I will read each question aloud and you will circle the appropriate answer.
In the following tasks you will be asked to make decisions involving money. In a typical task, you will have a specific amount of money and then you must decide how much to keep for yourself and how much to give to another person or group of people. These people are not physically present in this room today, but they will be participating in a future session somewhere in Kosovo. Like you, they will be randomly selected to participate in the study. For every decision you make today, the other person or persons will either be [Albanians or Serbs from Kosovo].
For each task you will make a series of decisions. Then at the end, we will role a dice to see for which task you will be paid. Because you do not know which task is the one for which you are paid, it is extremely important to pay attention to the instructions for every decision.
[Dictator Game Tasks]
In this task, you again have to decide how much money to keep and how much to give to another person. Please look at the information to see whether the other person is [Albanian or Serb from Kosovo]. This person is not physically present in this room today, but they will be participating in a future session. Like you, this person will be randomly selected to participate in the study.
In this task, you and the other person each start with 5 euros. In this task, you can send any amount from 0 to 5 euros to the other person. Or instead of sending money, you can choose to TAKE any amount from 0 to 5 euros from the other person for yourself. Do you understand? Whatever you send to or take from another person, we will pay them at a future session if their task is selected. If this task is selected for payment, you will receive 5 euros minus whatever you decided to send to the other person or plus whatever you decided to take from the other person. Remember, you can do whatever you wish. First you must decide whether to send money, take money, or do neither. Please make your decision by circling the option "Send " "Take" or "Neither" on your form. If you want to send money, circle the amount you want to send in the column below. If you want to take money, circle the amount you want to take in the column below. If you do not want to send or take money, then circle 0 at the top of the column. Do you understand? Please make your decision now. Now, you are going to receive an envelope from someone who has performed the same task that you. This person is not physically present in this room today, but took part in this study at a previous time somewhere in Kosovo. Like you, they had to decide how much money to keep and how much money to send or take from another person. They knew the other person will be either an [Albanian or Serb from Kosovo].
As before you have 5 euros to start. In this task, your assignment is to predict whether you think the other person sent money to you or took money from you, and how much. If this task is selected for payment, you will receive 5 euros plus or minus whatever amount is written in the envelope. Also, if you predict correctly what they did, you will receive an additional 0,50 euro. Do you understand?
First, I would like you to read the information about the other person who has sent you the envelope. It is either an [Albanian or Serb from Kosovo]. This person is not present in the room today but has already completed this task at an earlier session somewhere in Kosovo.
Then, I would like you to predict whether the other person will send money, take money, or do neither. Please make your decision by circling the option "Send" "Take" or "Neither" on your form. Then you must decide how much money you think the other person sent you or took from you. If you think they will send money, circle the amount you think they will to send in the column below. If you think they will take money, circle the amount you think they will take in the column below. (Give examples using other options). If you think they will not want to send or take money, then circle 0 at the top of the column. Do you understand? Please make your decision now.
Repeat Instructions for Either SAME ETHNICITY or OTHER ETHNICITY [Public Goods Game Instructions]
The next task is different from the previous tasks so please pay close attention. In this task you are given 2,50 euros and you must decide how much to keep and how much to contribute to a GROUP ACCOUNT. In your group there are 10 people in total where a majority (7 out of 10) are either [Albanians or Serbs from Kosovo]. You and every other person in the group must decide how much to keep and how much to put into the group account. Whatever you and the other members of the group put into the group account is doubled and divided evenly among all of you. Each of you already has 5 additional euro already in the group account. Rather than putting money into the account, you may also decide to take money out of the group account to keep for yourself. Whatever you take out of the account is divided in half but the remainder is yours to keep. In the end, you and everyone else in your group will receive an equal share of the money in the group account. The amount you receive will depend on how much you and others put in or take from the group account. Do you understand?
First, I would like you to read the information about whether your group is majority [Albanians or Serbs from Kosovo]. The people in your group are not present in the room today but have already completed this task at an earlier session somewhere in Kosovo. Like you, these people were randomly selected to participate in the study. Each person has already decided how much to keep and how much put in or take out of the Group Account. They also knew whether the majority of the people in the group are [Albanian or Serb from Kosovo]. Now, you must decide whether to send money, take money, or do neither. Please make your decision by circling the option "Put In" "Take Out" or "Neither" on your form. If you want to put money in the account, circle the amount you want to put in the column below. Remember that whatever you put in is doubled and divided equally among everyone in the group. If you want to take money out, circle the amount you want to take out in the column below. Remember that whatever you take out is divided in half. If you do not want to put money in or take money out, then circle 0 at the top of the column.
If this task is selected for payment, we will match your decision with 9 other people who have already completed this task. You will earn whatever you keep for yourself plus an equal portion of whatever is in the group account. Please make your decision now.
Selection Tasks for Payment
We will now select one of the tasks for payment by rolling a six-sided dice. Once the task is selected, we will come around and collect your booklets and calculate your payments. While we are calculating your payment, you will complete a survey. We will call you one at a time to receive your payment once the survey is completed.
Survey Task
Now we would like you to answer a few questions about your background and opinions on a wide range of issues. The assistant will come around to each of you and hand you a survey booklet. The first thing you will need to do is to copy the ID number on the card you were given on the front of the survey booklet. Do not open the booklet until I instruct you to do so. We will go through each question together as a group. I will read each question aloud and you will circle the appropriate answer. Please do not read ahead. Answer only the question that I am reading to you, and be patient if others take more time. If you have questions, please raise your hand, and I will come to you. Please do not say your answers to questions aloud, because it will influence what others think. And you may all disagree about the answers to some of the questions. When everyone is finished, the assistant will collect the survey booklets and we will call you one at a time to receive your payment for participating in this project.
CONCLUSION
This concludes our study. I want to thank everyone for your participation. The tasks that you engaged in here are valuable for our research. You are now free to leave. Please leave all materials here including all pens and paper. We thank you for participating in our study, and please feel free to contact us in the future if you have any questions. Our contact information is provided on your invitation letter and consent form. However, please feel free to stay if you have any further questions. Thank you again and have a good day.
INTRODUCTION
Welcome. Thank you for coming today. My name is ***. Thank you for agreeing to participate in this study. Your participation in this study is voluntary. As you know you will receive a payment of 5 euros today for your participation. You also have the opportunity to receive up to 12 additional euros based on the tasks involved in today's activity. Please understand that we will be providing all money and at no time will we ask you for money so do not worry. Now, let me tell you a little about this research project. This is an international research project, and the questions that you will answer and the tasks you will perform have been asked of people all over the world. The purpose of the project is to understand how people of different ethnicity, cultures, and backgrounds make decisions, interact with other people, and how their decisions are affected by the conditions where they live. We are going to ask you to make decisions about money. These decisions will involve not only you but also other people in Kosovo.
Do you have any questions? If not, let's begin!
Decision-Making Tasks
In the following tasks you will be asked to make decisions involving money. In a typical task, you will have a specific amount of money and then you must decide how much to keep for yourself and how much to give to another person or group of people. These people are not physically present in this room today, but they will be participating in a future session somewhere in Kosovo. Like you, they will be randomly selected to participate in the study. For every decision you make today, the other person or persons will either be [from you town/village in Kosovo or from another town/village in Kosovo].
Task 1
Your first task is to decide how to allocate 10 euros between yourself and someone else. You have to decide how much to keep for yourself and how much to send to another person.
First, look at the information below to see whether the other person is [from you town/village in Kosovo or from another town/village in Kosovo]. This person is not physically present in this room today, but they will be participating in a future session somewhere in Kosovo.
Then look at the column below to decide how much to send. You can send any amount from 0 to up to 10 euros. Whatever you decide to keep for yourself we will pay you if this is the task that is selected for payment. Whatever you send to another person, we will give them at a future session. Remember, you can do whatever you wish. Do you understand? Just remember to pay attention to whom you are sending money. Please make your decision by circling the amount of money you want to send. Please make your decision now.
Task 2A, 2B
We are now ready to begin a second task. This new task is conducted by pairs of individuals. Each pair is made up of a Proposer and a Receiver. Each of you will partake in this task with someone (not) from this town/village. None of you will know exactly with whom you are matched.
In first task, you are the Proposer. You must decide how to allocate 10 euros between yourself and a Receiver. You have to decide how much to keep for yourself and how much to offer to the Receiver. If the Receiver accepts your offer, then you get the money you set aside for yourself and the Receiver gets the money you offered to them. If, however, the Receiver rejects the offer, then neither you nor the Receiver get any money. Is this clear?
First, look at the information below to see whether the Receiver is [from you town/village in Kosovo or from another town/village in Kosovo].
Then look at the column below to decide how much to offer. You can offer any amount from 0 to up to 10 euros. Whatever you decide to keep for yourself we will pay you if this is the task that is selected for payment, but only if the Receiver agrees to your offer. Remember, you can do whatever you wish. Do you understand? Just remember to pay attention to whom you are offering money. Please make your decision by circling the amount of money you want to offer. Please make your decision now.
In the next task, you are now the Receiver. You must decide what offers (0-10 euro) you will accept from a Proposer. If you accept the Proposer's offer, then the Proposer gets the money they kept for themselves and you get the money they offered to you. If, however, you reject the offer, then neither you nor the Proposer get any money. Is this clear?
First, look at the information below to see whether the Proposer is [from you town/village in Kosovo or from another town/village in Kosovo].
Then look at the columns below to decide whether to accept or reject each offer. If you wish to accept an offer, circle "Yes". If you wish to reject an offer, circle "No". We will then match your choices with the Proposer's offer. If you say "Yes" to the offer, then you and the Proposer get the money. If you say "no" to the offer, then neither you nor the Receiver get any money. Remember, you can do whatever you wish. Do you understand? Just remember to pay attention who is offering you money. Please make your decision by circling yes or no to each possible offer. Please make your decision now.
Task 3A, 3B
We are now ready to begin the last task. This new task is also conducted by pairs of individuals. Each pair is made up of a 1 st Mover and a 2 nd Mover. Each of you will partake in this task with someone (not) from this town/village. None of you will know exactly with whom you are matched. Then look at the column below to decide how much to send. You can send any amount from 0 to up to 4 euros. Whatever you decide to keep for yourself we will pay you if this task is selected for payment. Whatever you send to the 2 nd Mover, we will multiple by 3 and match with a 2 nd Mover. If this task is selected for payment you will receive the money the 2 nd Mover decides to send back to you. Remember, you can do whatever you wish. Do you understand? Just remember to pay attention to whom you are sending money. Please make your decision by circling the amount of money you want to send. Please make your decision now.
In the next task, you are now the 2 nd Mover. You must decide how much money (0-4 euro) to keep for yourself and how much to send back to a 1 st Mover. We will match your decision to a 1 st Mover's decision. Whatever you keep for yourself is yours. Whatever you send back will go to the 1 st Mover. Is this clear? First, look at the information below to see whether the 1 st Mover is [from you town/village in Kosovo or from another town/village in Kosovo].
Then look at the column below to decide how much to send back for each possible offer from the 1 st Mover. Whatever you decide to keep for yourself, we will pay you if this task is selected for payment. Whatever you send back will go to the 1 st Mover. Remember, you can do whatever you wish. Do you understand? Just remember to pay attention from whom you are receiving money. Please make your decision by circling the amount of money you want to keep for yourself and send back for each possible option. Please make your decision now.
Selection Tasks for Payment
We will now select one of the tasks for payment by rolling a dice. Once the task is selected, we will come around and collect your booklets and calculate your payments. While we are calculating your payment, you will complete a survey. We will call you one at a time to receive your payment once the survey is completed.
Survey Task
CONCLUSION
Calculating Experimental Pay-Outs Our experimental design was complicated by several things. First, the security environment was not such that we could have Serbs and Albanians together in the same room. They do not reside in the same communities and it would not be safe or practical to try to transport either group to a common location. Albanians wouldn't feel safe in a Serb community or vice versa. There is also the problem that Serbs and Albanians do not speak one another's language (only older Albanians know Serbian from the Yugoslav period, but most of the population is young -the median age is 27). Finally, it was impractical to have two experiments running simultaneously at different locations. We lacked the resources to have two field research teams running at once. We also did not have the facilities to run two simultaneous computer lab experiments with Serbs in one location and Albanians in another. Hence, for lack of a neutral common language, security concerns and practicality, we had to devise a way to construct payoffs for interactive games that did not create deception.
We told everyone that their decisions would be randomly matched with others who completed the study in the past and would also affect the pay-outs of those who participate in future sessions. So, for the dictator experiment, subjects decide how much to keep and send. Whatever they send, we give to someone at a subsequent session using sealed envelopes. The envelopes contain a piece of paper indicating the amount of money the subject sent. We could not use real money in this experiment due to lack small paper denominations for the Euro. Subjects only were allowed to open an envelope if that task was select for payment and only after they had completed all experimental and survey tasks. Envelopes which were not selected for payment were collected at the end of the session and subjects were not allowed to open them. In each experiment, the subject was matched to an appropriate recipient (or vice versa) for the given treatment. For the first group of subjects, we matched them to a pilot group. For the last group of subjects, we matched them to students in a class at the University of Pristina. Hence, every payout was determined by a real decision either by the subject (in terms of how much to keep in an experiment) and a real recipient. We use the strategy method for the ultimatum and trust games since we cannot have the subjects and recipients play simultaneously. We hope this clarifies the pay-out process. Experiments were randomly selected for payment by rolling a six-sided die.
